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thepunemirror In a welcome move, the state school
education department has decided to recruit
independent English teachers in Zilla Parishad schools
across Maharashtra. There are over 65,000 ZP schools
in the state, but ironically, they have only a handful of
teachers to teach English to the students. The decision
has been taken to keep up with the changing trends
and respect parents’ wishes, who want their children to
learn the language and be on par with their
counterparts in private schools. According to the
information, there will be one English teacher for each
center school. That teacher will be on duty in all the
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thepunemirror In a welcome move, the state school
education department has decided to recruit
independent English teachers in Zilla Parishad schools
across Maharashtra. There are over 65,000 ZP schools
in the state, but ironically, they have only a handful of
teachers to teach English to the students. The decision
has been taken to keep up with the changing trends
and respect parents’ wishes, who want their children to
learn the language and be on par with their
counterparts in private schools. According to the
information, there will be one English teacher for each
center school. That teacher will be on duty in all the
schools under that centre. The teacher has to decide
the days of the week and teach.

There are 4,860 centre schools of ZP in the state. But
the facilities with semi-English classes are very few. To
fill up the gap, it has been decided that 22 to 25
percent of the vacant posts in ZP schools from the
current teacher recruitment will be of English teachers.
But the decision was vehemently opposed by the D.Ed
holders and aspirants from Marathi medium. However,
senior officials clarified that the school education
department took this decision to meet the expectations
of parents and students. Now every Zilla Parishad has
to fill in their requests on the number of English
teachers they need in their centre schools on the state
government'’s Pavitra portal for teachers’ recruitment.

Accordingly, their requests will be considered. Suraj
Mandhare, State Education Commissioner, stated, “The
process of teacher recruitment has now begun by
resolving the unending challenges encountered in
teacher recruitment process. Most zilla parishads and
private schools have posted recruitment
advertisement. The fundamental goal of this recruiting
is not just to provide jobs for young people, but to
strengthen the education system and recruit suitable
teachers for the next 25 years. The government has
made numerous strategic decisions in this regard.”

Danartad b @vinnhnal canlkambila
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{ TISS REPORT } OVERVIEW OF EDUCATION SECTOR

‘Only 46% of teachers

105

in state are qualified’

Nira] Pandit
T ———

MUMBAI Only 46% of primary
school teachers possess the
‘appropriate Diploma in Educa-
tion, Bachelorof Education.and
Diploma in Elementary Educa-
tion (DELEA) qualifications,
data from the State of Teachers,
Teaching, and Teacher Educa:
tion Report (SOTTTER) 23 pub-
lished by the Centre for Excel-
lence in Teacher Education
(CETE) at the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences reveals.

“The highest discrepancies
‘were found in teachers teaching
‘mathematics, where 35—41% of
teachers did not have mathe-
‘matics as  subject atthe under-
gradutelevel.

SOTTTER 23, titled ‘The
Right Teacher for Every Child.
has put out a comprehensive
overview ofthe education sector
inindia. Based on data sets such
as UDISE+, the Periodic Labour
Force Survey 2021-22, and prl-
‘mary data collected from elght
states,including Mabarashtra,
the report delves into key
aspects o teacher availability,
deployment, and the overali
Stateof the sector.

“The report marked variations
‘between states, with the North-

59 dtaden nsstedo
6t have the required
qualifications to teach
6810% T
- qovemment

‘and private schools teach
subjects outside.of their
specalsion /)
‘of teachers in private-
“sthools lack the
reqiredauafction

eastern and Himalayan states
facing challenges in providing
basic amenitis to teachersand
students. While pointing out the
shortage of teachers for art,
‘music, and physical education,
the report tated that there was
an overall low provisioning of
art, music,and physical educa-
tion teachers, particularly in
ruralschools

Amajor point highlighted by
the report is that over 50% of
teachers workinprivate schools
without written_contracts,
affecting the attractiveness of
the teaching profession.

“The report also highlighted
states with a relatively higher

Educational crisis

35%

‘teachers required for /.
Maths and scence

proportion of teachers without
professional qualifications in
urban areas, including Gujarat
00%) Karmataa (67%) Maha
rashtra (65%) and Telany

(60%. i

‘The private sector emerged
as the major employer of
unqualified teachers in most
states with Maharashtra at
around 87%,

‘While pointing out discrimi-
nation, the report also pointed
out that overall, women'make
up 51% of the workforce. Fur-
ther, dividing them into 44% of
teachers in the government
‘workforce and 63% of them in
the private workforce.
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A ruling that gives primary schoolteaching a new slate
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‘54% primary teachers lack
professional qualification’

MUSAB QAZI / MUMBAI

More than half the teachers
in primary grades (class 1-5)
in schools across the country
don’t have the appropriate
professional qualifications,
while around 30% are teach-
ing subjects in which they
lack expertise, reveals a
study by the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS).

The study, titled ‘Right
Teacher for Every Child:
State of Teachers, Teaching
and Teacher Education 2023',
looks at the social and gender
profile, qualification and
wages of teachers, among
other aspects of school edu-
cation. The study, released on
Thursday, is based on
existingavailable data as well
as findings of a survey con-
ducted across eight states,
covering 422 schools, 3615
teachers and 422 head teach-
ers. This is the second edition
of the biennial report, which
was first published by TISS
Centre of Excellence in
Teacher Education (CTET) in
2022.

The survey found that a
significant number of teach-
ers haven't undergone the
necessary courses relevant to
the levels they teach. The pri-
mary schools fare the worst
on this parameter, with only
45.72% of elementary teach-
ers having a Diploma in Ele-
mentary Education (DEIEd),
Diploma in Education (DEd),
Bachelor in Elementary Edu-

Teachers are
graduates

0/, Some form of
/ Oprofessional
qualification
Govt teachers
pmf-sn'ml."y
onal
qualification

Pt school
teachers lack

professional
qualification

Teachers

without
qualification in rural
areas

o

cation (BEIEd). The situation
is better in upper primary
and secondary grades where
57% and 79% of teachers, re-
spectively, possess a Bachelor
of Education (BEd).

The researchers found that
private schools prefer to hire
more BEd teachers (42%) for
primary grades than those
specially trained in elemen-
tary education (22%). In con-
trast, the government and
government-aided  schools
have 60% and 68% teachers,
respectively, with the appro-
priate DEd or DEIEd qualifi-
cation for these classes.

Another key finding is that
only 70% of teachers in both
government and private
schools are teaching subjects

which they studied in their

degree courses. The greatest
discrepancy was found in the
case of mathematics, where
between 35% and 41% of
teachers did not have mathe-
matics as a subject at the un-
dergraduate level, and were
involved with teaching the
subject. Around 4-5% of
are teaching all the

subjects.

The survey also revealed
anacute shortage of teachers
for physical education, art,
and music in schools across
the country. On this front, pri-
vate schools were better off
than their government coun-
terparts, while schools in ur-
ban areas had more full-time
teachers for these subjects.





